Descriptive analysis of workflow variables associated with barcode-based approach to medication administration.
Bedside barcode technology is used during medication administration to ensure patient safety. This study evaluated the workflow variables related to a bedside barcode technology-based medication administration process. A time-and-motion technique was used to assess the observational episodes related to medication administration conducted by registered nurses. In an observational episode, nurses spent adequate time in "documenting medications" and "giving medications." Nurses were primarily engaged in tasks at the patient's bedside.